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ABSTRACT 

Timely detection is essential for enhancing therapeutic results and decreasing death rates, especially for 
life-threatening illnesses like cancer. The healthcare industry has been significantly transformed by 
recent progress in artificial intelligence (AI), which has introduced novel technologies for the timely 
identification of varied disorders. Artificial intelligence algorithms have the capability to analyse large 
quantities of data, accurately detecting patterns and irregularities that may elude human specialists. This 
study examines the use of artificial intelligence (AI) in the early detection of diseases, specifically focusing 
on its utilisation in identifying diseases such as cancer, diabetic retinopathy, and mental health issues. The 
potential of artificial intelligence (AI) to improve diagnostic accuracy is vast; nonetheless, obstacles such 
as data privacy, precision, and the integration of AI with human knowledge persist. Furthermore, this 
paper addresses these constraints and proposes a cooperative strategy in which artificial intelligence 
enhances the abilities of medical experts to get optimal patient results. 
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INTRODUCTION 
In a world where diseases such as cancer still persist and claim the lives of millions, early diagnosis 
undoubtedly plays a crucial role in saving lives. There is a broad consensus that the early diagnosis of a 
disease, especially that of a life-threatening affliction, would undeniably result in the effective treatment of 
the patient. When a disease is diagnosed prior, the patient has a higher probability of responding to the 
treatment, and the diagnosis and treatment expenses are reduced. To illustrate, a study conducted on the 
treatment of various types of cancers showed that early detection of cancer, followed by immediate 
treatment, reduces the risk of death [1]. The use of technology in healthcare has improved in order to 
make accurate diagnoses of diseases. By including machine learning and artificial intelligence algorithms 
in the health sector, researchers are able to develop technologies that can help in diagnosing various 
diseases in their early stages. Artificial Intelligence (AI) is a part of computer science that involves a 
machine to display human-like intelligence, so it does require decisions that are totally up to the humans. 
AI intervenes by utilizing historical data that has piled up over the years globally, enabling the 
development of these intelligent diagnosis systems. However, before getting into the details of how these 
systems work and the human expertise behind these technologies, it is important to first shed light on the 
role and advantages of using AI in diagnosing diseases early [2]. 
THE IMPORTANCE OF EARLY DISEASE DIAGNOSIS 

Identifying a disease early on can directly impact a patient's prognosis and how well their respective 
condition responds to treatment. This is especially true for patients with cancer. Mammograms, 
colonoscopies, and Pap smears are just some of the screening tests that have led to a decrease in death 
rates due to breast, colon, and cervical cancers, respectively, over the past several decades. The benefits of 
catching diseases early are not limited to cancer; diseases such as heart disease, diabetes, and chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease can also be better managed when detected and treated in their early stages. 
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For example, lower blood pressure goals for patients with diabetes and a risk of heart disease can be 
established when a diagnosis is made earlier in the course of disease. This not only helps the individual 
patient, but it also benefits public health by reducing the number of complications and thus the related 
economic burden [3]. Identifying a disease early can also have a potentially fatal consequence when not 
diagnosed soon enough. This is often the case for patients who develop cancer. This is sometimes due to a 
lack of a screening test or public hesitation to undergo said test. But, in many cases, these late diagnoses 
can be attributed to inadequate screening technology or misinterpretation of the test results. Not only is 
this devastating for the patient and their family members, but it also often results in worse treatment 
outcomes. Conversely, the successful detection of cancer can have life-saving implications. Early diagnosis 
of breast cancer has been proven to decrease the mortality rate by 25-30% in the United States [4]. 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN HEALTHCARE 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is an advanced computer system capable of performing complex tasks at a 
superhuman level. AI programs have learned to compete successfully against humans at sophisticated 
strategy games such as Go, make complex poker decisions, help drivers in autonomous vehicles, recognize 
and synthesize human speech, and even generate art. AI programs have shown remarkable capabilities 
and have great potential to benefit society when applied in healthcare. The potential benefit of AI 
technologies has been acknowledged at a government level in the United States and is part of a national 
strategic initiative. In healthcare, AI is being increasingly used for a large variety of medical applications, 
particularly in imaging and diagnostics, disease risk prediction, personalized and precision medicine, 
capacity planning, matching patients to trials or interventions, and drug discovery. In diagnostics, the 
primary focus of this article, several studies have shown that AI technologies can achieve human-level 
performance [5]. The recent advances in AI make it suitable (or superior) to human ability in several 
actions, creating a realistic potential enhancement in performance for a wide range of human activities in 
the health workforce, from diagnosis to treatment, research and education, as well as being used to reduce 
errors in healthcare. There are many examples of AI supporting the work of healthcare professionals. In 
fact, in a recent survey, of 72 responses from the American Hospital Association, 67 indicated that their 
health system utilized AI for various clinical use cases. AI applications are broad and include workflow 
optimization, readmissions predictions, clinical documentation, remote patient monitoring, staffing and 
scheduling for different medical procedures and more. In addition to clinical support, AI can also enhance 
internal customer servicing operations by leveraging chatbots throughout the organization, speeding up 
response times and ensuring a healthcare professional’s time is well utilized [6]. 

APPLICATIONS OF AI IN EARLY DISEASE DIAGNOSIS 
Artificial intelligence (AI) has a significant potential to identify and diagnose diseases at early 
developmental stages, which is particularly important for the success of treatment. Among specific 
examples in which AI is being used for early disease diagnosis are screening for diabetic retinopathy and 
age-related macular degeneration. In the context of diabetic retinopathy, viable methods are the support 
vector machines, the convolutional neural networks (CNNs), as well as the regularized logistic regression. 
AI is also being employed for early diagnosis and prognosis of prostate cancer. Technologies and methods 
used for that purpose are various, and range from machine learning algorithms, through optimization 
techniques, to image processing algorithms. Another use case is related to the identification and diagnosis 
of early cancer in colonoscopy and biopsy images. In this application, researchers use deep convolutional 
neural networks, for example, an optimized CNN improved with labeled/unlabeled data. Another model 
successfully employed for that purpose is a scoring function based on Bayesian models. AI systems are 
also frequently used to analyze sounds for early diagnostic purposes for diseases like Parkinson's, 
Alzheimer's, coronary artery diseases, or internal abdominal aneurysm. They mostly employ recurrent 
neural networks and Gaussian naive Bayes algorithms. In another example, these systems are designed to 
analyze social network data in search for mental health instability and emerging depression or anxiety. 
They employ an ensemble algorithm based on decision trees, or the GMH-OSE especial similarity 
measurement approach to detect mood swings. An alternative method to find mood instability is the M5 
model tree algorithm. Multiple AI approaches are currently explored for early diagnosis and clinical 
features prediction of sepsis [7]. Most commonly, disease diagnosis through AI is based on the analysis 
of medical imaging data, but there is also a vast amount of research related to screening patients using 
non-imaging data, such as sound, or analyzing social network data and EHR data for early disease 
diagnosis. A plethora of AI algorithms and methods are employed for building AI systems for early 
diagnosis, among which stand out various types of machine learning algorithm, deep learning algorithms 
(such as CNN and RNN), as well as optimization approach, or statistical methods [8]. 
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CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS OF AI IN DISEASE DIAGNOSIS 
Using AI technology to forecast when people may fall ill or to spot signs of early disease is not a far- 
fetched concept today. AI can process vast amounts of data in a short period of time and produce 
personalized recommendations based on the information perceived. However, the increased use of AI in 
this context has led to several challenges [9, 10]. One of these is the issue of AI tool accuracy. AI can be 
particularly successful at diagnosing certain cases, but some experts caution that in many cases the 
technology is not able to act with the same speed as doctors while still achieving accurate results. In 
contrast to a human specialist, AI will either ignore or misdiagnose the patient's problem until the patient 
dies. As a result, it is best to view AI as helping, rather than replacing, health systems [11]. This raises 
the delicate matter of how data could be interpreted based on the patient's privacy. For patients to feel 
secure using AI algorithms, data privacy laws and regulations to govern the use of personal data should 
be clearly described. Some terms, such as information on an individual's education, race, or place of birth, 
should not be collected to prevent violations of privacy. In judicial oversight, it is necessary to offer legal 
constraints, premises, and enact regulations. Although AI may effectively diagnose diseases in specific 
situations, it does not replace the need for medical professionals' research and diagnosis. AI for the 
diagnosis of diseases can only be used as a support device to provide more accurate results for 
consultative choices on the diagnosis by a medical specialist. InputDialogs for the development of AI 
technologies must recognize the place of medical professionals in the research and diagnosis of diseases. A 
specialist in data analysis and several professional medical advisors should remain in charge of creating 
AI as satisfactory as possible in the diagnosis of diseases. Health care workers are trained and continue to 
learn about the disease for an extended time. The implementation of AI in diagnosis will exacerbate their 
lives with the revised choices of medical diagnoses. Such practitioners should theoretically benefit from 
AI through scientific compute of the disease. Disease monitoring may be accomplished under AI 
applications for non-intrusive early detection [10, 11]. 
CONCLUSION 
Artificial intelligence has shown significant promise in revolutionizing early disease diagnosis, offering 
the potential to save lives through earlier detection and more personalized treatment plans. AI's ability to 
analyze large datasets with high precision can uncover subtle patterns that may go unnoticed by human 
clinicians, leading to earlier and more accurate diagnoses. However, the integration of AI into healthcare 
must be approached with caution. Challenges such as ensuring data privacy, maintaining accuracy, and 
establishing a clear role for AI in the diagnostic process must be addressed. The future of healthcare will 
likely involve a synergistic relationship between AI and medical professionals, where AI serves as a 
powerful tool to support and enhance human decision-making. By addressing these challenges and 
embracing the potential of AI, the healthcare industry can make significant strides in early disease 
diagnosis, ultimately improving patient outcomes and reducing the burden of disease on society. 
REFERENCES 
1. Hubbell E, Clarke CA, Aravanis AM, Berg CD. Modeled reductions in late-stage cancer with a 
multi-cancer early detection test. Cancer Epidemiology, Biomarkers & Prevention. 2021 Mar 
1;30(3):460-8. aacrjournals.org 
2. Agrebi S, Larbi A. Use of artificial intelligence in infectious diseases. Artificial intelligence in 
precision health. 2020. nih.gov 
3. Sharma KP, Grosse SD, Maciosek MV, Joseph D, Roy K, Richardson LC, Jaffe H. Peer 
Reviewed: Preventing Breast, Cervical, and Colorectal Cancer Deaths: Assessing the Impact of 
Increased Screening. Preventing chronic disease. 2020;17. nih.gov 
4. Houghton SC, Hankinson SE. Cancer progress and priorities: breast cancer. Cancer 
epidemiology, biomarkers & prevention. 2021 May 1;30(5):822-44. nih.gov 
5. Feijóo C, Kwon Y, Bauer JM, Bohlin E, Howell B, Jain R, Potgieter P, Vu K, Whalley J, Xia J. 
Harnessing artificial intelligence (AI) to increase wellbeing for all: The case for a new technology 
diplomacy. Telecommunications Policy. 2020 Jul 1;44(6):101988. sciencedirect.com 
6. Alowais SA, Alghamdi SS, Alsuhebany N, Alqahtani T, Alshaya AI, Almohareb SN, Aldairem A, 
Alrashed M, Bin Saleh K, Badreldin HA, Al Yami MS. Revolutionizing healthcare: the role of 
artificial intelligence in clinical practice. BMC medical education. 2023 Sep 22;23(1):689. 
springer.com 
7. HeJ, Cao T, Xu F, Wang S et al. Artificial intelligence-based screening for diabetic retinopathy 
at community hospital. Eye. 2020. nih.gov 
8. Barragan-Montero A, Javaid U, Valdés G, Nguyen D, Desbordes P, Macq B, Willems S, 
Vandewinckele L, Holmström M, Löfman F, Michiels S. Artificial intelligence and machine 


This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 
License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0), which permits unrestricted use, 
distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited. 


Page | 25 


learning for medical imaging: A technology review. Physica Medica. 2021 Mar 1; 83:242-56. 
physicamedica.com 

9. Adly AS, Adly AS, Adly MS. Approaches based on artificial intelligence and the internet of 
intelligent things to prevent the spread of COVID-19: scoping review. Journal of medical 
Internet research. 2020. jmir.org 

10. Manickam P, Mariappan SA, Murugesan SM, Hansda S, Kaushik A, Shinde R, 
Thipperudraswamy SP. Artificial intelligence (AI) and internet of medical things (IoMT) Page | 26 
assisted biomedical systems for intelligent healthcare. Biosensors. 2022 Jul 25;12(8):562. 
mdpi.com 

11. Joseph Obiezu Chukwujekwu Ezeonwumelu, Uhama Kingsley Chukwuka, Ugwu Okechukwu 
Paul-Chima, Alum Esther Ugo, Ugwuanyi Anthony Chukwudi and Tambwe Patrick Rodrigue 
(2024). The Impact of Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning on Pharmacy Practice. 
RESEARCH INVENTION JOURNAL OF RESEARCH IN MEDICAL SCIENCES 3(1):10-15. 


This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 
License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0), which permits unrestricted use, 
distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited. 


